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Last week, President Donald Trump kept 
his election promise to eliminate the DACA 
program that the Obama Administration created 
in 2012. DACA, Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrival, is a program that gives the children of 
undocumented immigrants a renewable two-year 

period of deferred action from deportation and 
eligibility work permit. 

Obama tried to pass this executive order as a law 
but Congress denied it. Obama decided to pass it 
as an executive order, but that has its flaws. Any 
president can undo an executive order by just 
making a new order. This explains why Trump 
can easily have DACA expire.

Greeley West has over 100 students that qualify 

for DACA and this will affect each one of them 
either personally, by family, or even by one of 
their friends. 

In six months when the permits expire, people 
aren’t sure what will come next. It’s all fear. “The 
day after the election was the first day I’ve ever 
cried in class,” English teacher Colin Shaha said. 
“So many of my students came into class with 
unnecessary stress and fear.”

“I try to allow all my kids to come to class 
emotionally right,” Shaha said. Students having 
to worry about their home life and whether or not 
they’ll have to move to a country they’ve never 
lived in will prevents them from focusing on 
learning. 

Shaha is going to write to congressmen to try 
and get his word out to a higher level. 

How will Trump’s DACA change impact West?
By Brody Clark
Staff Writer

Link leaders 
host freshman 
barbecue

Last Thursday, Greeley West Link Crew met 
and hung out after school with any freshman that 
wanted to ride a district bus to West’s football 
game against Longmont in an effort to try to get 
freshman involved in after-school events. 

Any kids that rode the bus down to the game 
and any Link Crew members that wore their shirts 
were able to get into the game for free. 

After school, about 10 Link Leaders showed 
up to help with the 40 freshman that participated 
in the bus ride. They played getting to know you 
bingo with the freshmen in the choir room and 
made sure they were doing well in school and 
helping them with any questions or problems they 
had so far in the school year. 

When they got to District 6 stadium, they had 
a free barbecue starting at 6 pm. that the Booster

By Hailey Ortega
Staff Writer

Brody Clark/West Word

Maintenance workers finish up work on the new turf football 
field earlier this school year.  

The new turf field at Greeley West High School was supposed to 
open on Saturday.  But mother nature has it on a two-week delay.

The new opening date is set for September 18. The turf field is 
finished and the track needs to be laid and stripped. Once the track 

is done being stripped, it will be ready to go.
The amount of rain Greeley had received over 

the summer had caused ruts from tires to be 
printed into the turf. The workers tried to just 
roll the tires marking out with a roller, however 
it did not work. The only thing they could do 
was lift the turf, remove the dirt that had been 
ruined and replace that dirt with new dirt.

Ken Denning, the Greeley West Athletic 
Director, commented on the field taking longer. 
“The field had a couple minor issues, but now 
that they are fixed the field is in great shape.”

Once the field and track are ready to go, many activities will be

Almost done

By Brody Clark
Staff Writer

Continued
Fields, Page 8

Denning

After small delay, new fields will 
open for business next week

Continued
Link, Page 8
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Teachers take on extra classes for smaller class sizes
As the 2017 school year begins, the Spartan 

family has welcomed over 500 freshmen, pushing 
the total enrollment at Greeley West High 
School past 1700 students. With a total 
of 1767 students, West has the highest 
number of students enrolled in Greeley, 
followed by Central with 1540 students, 
and Northridge with 1235 students.

Though the population may vary due to 
students enrolled but not attending West, 
1700 students is a big Spartan family. 
Greeley West currently has 83 teachers to 
match the 1767 students, yielding a 21:1 
student to teacher ratio.

With the rapid growth of the Spartan 
family, overloaded teachers have become more 
common. Staff members who teach an overload 
are given an additional class that needs filling, 
and a teacher from that department teaches an 

additional class in place of one of their planning 
periods. “It is worth it to keep class sizes smaller 
for others,” said Ms. Kelly Stansbury in reference 
to her overloaded Street Law class.

Overflow is not uncommon in West either. “It’s 
hard because I can’t build relationships 
with all the students,” Stansbury 
comments on her overflow class of 43 
freshmen. “The kids get half the amount 
of face time with the teachers.”

Though there are struggles, Stansbury, 
like many other Spartan teachers, 
continues to remain flexible and works 
hard to educate the students at Greeley 
West.

It can be a bit difficult to manage 
overcrowding in West when, “physically 

we don’t have space,” said Assistant Principal 
Amy Zulauf. “But I love that people want to come 
here”.

By Megan Battleson
Staff Writer

Zulauf

Freshmen 
pack into 
Ms. Kelly 
Stans-
bury’s 
class in 
room 306 
to learn. 

Megan Battleson/
West Word

Students find traffic problems 
around campus to start year 
Greeley West welcomed the new traffic 

congestion to start the 2017 school year. Kids 
and parents alike are finding that even with a 45 
minute later start, leaving earlier doesn’t always 
mean you will get to class on time.

As well as the added students to the building, 
District 6 reduced bussing, from 14 routes to 3 
at Greeley West. This saves the district upwards 
of $600,000, which became necessary when a 
mill levy was not passed last year by voters.  The 
walking distance to school and bus stops added a 
mile and a half to the original length. This took 
busses away from some who would have bussed 
last year and means that even more students than 
ever are walking each day.

On Tuesday August 29, Greeley West’s own 
Mace Emler was hit by a car while biking to 
school. He was crossing the street at the light at 
35th Avenue and 24th Street, and had the right of 
way. The car came at him and the bike took most 
of the impact. “The driver did get out to help me, 
but I was already on the sidewalk by then. I got up 
and took off,” said Emler, a senior.

Emler sustained minimal injuries, and the driver 
was not related to Greeley West.

Administration is addressing the problem by 
taking measures to prevent unsafe behavior when 
crossing the street.  The campus monitors have 
taken over traffic guarding during lunch until 
an official guard can be put into place. They are 
attempting to prevent another accident during all 
traffic heavy times.

By Mo Duran
Staff Writer

Visit us online at gwwestword.com
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Spartan Pulse

I love
watching the

NFL.

College
Football is

where its at.

High School,
GO

SPARTANS

I love it all I  don’t 
watching 
football.

What is your favorite league of football to watch?
What is your favorite part about Colorado?

The Mountains Sunsets The sports teams All of the aboveI drive myself

My parents take me

I take the school bus

I take the city bus

I walk

How do you get to school?

As America is struggling to become united, like 
we should be, people are fighting 
more than ever before. A very 
popular and very violent protest 
happened in Charlottesville, 
Virginia, and it is causing major 
chaos. This protest is about 
racism, freedom of speech, and 
violence. There were white 
supremacists at the rallies and 
they were expressing their 
thoughts a little too much, resulting in death and 
vandalism. 

Some people believe that whites are racist, 
some believe blacks are, and some believe that 
everything between those are racist. That is not 
how America should work. People can have their 
thoughts and believe what they want to believe, 
but when it comes to people dying and damage 
being done, the line should be drawn.

The white supremacist rally is wrong. It doesn’t 

matter where you come from, what you look 
like, or any of that, you are 
equal. These white supremacist 
can believe they are better than 
everyone and say they are, but 
when it comes down to what is 
real, they need to realize that we 
are all Americans and we need 
to be united. Not only has this 
rally happened but the Black 
Live’s Matter protests have also 

gone way too far. Protesting and believing what 
you want to is okay, but when it is taken too far is 
when it needs to stop. 

 America has been one of the greatest country in 
the world and today, we are not. Americans need 
to set aside the racism and realize that we are all 
Americans. It doesn’t matter what side you fall 
down, you should fall down to be an American. 
If you don’t want to be an American, that’s the 
real problem. 

Brody 
Clark

Editorial

On September 5th, 2017, 
nearly 800,000 DACA recipients 
or “dreamers” were shocked to 
hear about the removal of the 
program previously established 
by former President Barack 
Obama.

DACA protects undocumented 
minors from being deported and 
helps those minors have a better 
life in the United States. By better life, I mean, 

to be eligible for in-state tuition, 
opportunities to work legally and 
attend upper level schools in the 
U.S.. Although the program does 
aid immigrants, it is not free.

These immigrants aren’t free-
riding just because they are a 
DACA recipient.  These people 
are here to work and help not 
only themselves, but everyone 

around them. Along with the benefits of work 

and school, these undocumented residents must 
renew their DACA every two years and cannot be 
convicted of any sort of felony or misdemeanor. 
You also don’t just get accepted to be a DACA 
recipient, people must have a background check 
to qualify. 

Why are people blaming someone for wanting a 
better life? These children were brought here by 
their parents and now they are being tossed out to 
“better our country”. No matter the race, no matter 
the legal status of a person, the government does 

not reserve the right to rip opportunities from the 
hands of someone who is just here to help and 
make a better life.

They are not just illegal immigrants who are at 
risk, they are our family, friends, neighbors, and 
students. These scholars and workers aren’t here 
to diminish our country, but to bolster it.

This isn’t an act of “Making America Great 
Again”. This is an act of racism towards minors 
with dreams.

Ivanna 
Rizo

Editorial

Ending DACA brings nightmare to dreamers

Bringing America together
Though extra credit does nicely cushion grades 

before finals week, it has no place in high school. 
Very rarely will professors at universities give 

extra credit opportunities, and 
employers do not offer extra 
tasks to employees who make 
mistakes in their work, or want 
to get ahead. High school should 
be no different. 

The advertised purpose of high 
school is to prepare students 
for the next step in their lives, 
whether it is attending college, 
or going straight into the workforce. 

When high school students are presented 
with extra credit, they are taught to expect a 
supplemental bandage when they make a mistake, 
a bandage that will not be there for many of them 
in the future. 

Without extra credit, students are forced to focus 
on their current assignments and develop study 

habits that will help them succeed. Failing a test 
and knowing that there will be no supplement, 
compels the student to study harder for a good 

grade on the next exam, rather 
than filling out a worksheet and 
continuing to develop poor study 
habits. 

Extra credit also encourages 
students to focus on their grade 
rather than the content that is 
being taught. 

A student asking for extra 
credit to raise their D to a C 

exhibits more concern for their GPA than for 
gaining knowledge. Students are encouraged to 
rely on alternative tasks, rather than working hard 
on current assignments. 

Students may enjoy the security that extra credit 
provides now, but their future selves would be 
more thankful for better study habits and realistic 
expectations.

Megan 
Battleson

Editorial

Does extra credit actually help?
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Two Truths, 
One Lie:

Jessica Piacenza

• Mother of five kids.
• I went to California State 
Fullerton.
• I grew up in Orange County, CA.

Answer: I went to California State Fullerton.

After schedule switches IB students double up on night classes
For the 2017-18 school year at Greeley West, 

two senior IB students, Jackson Starkey and 
Kaitlin Gorsline, are taking two night classes 
per week. Due to the new seven period schedule, 
Gorsline and Starkey have to take a HL math 
studies class on Monday nights from 6-9 p.m. 
and a Theory of Knowledge class on Wednesdays 
from 6-9 p.m.

On Monday nights, Ms. Jane Burke teaches a 
group of six students for three hours. Gorsline 
stated, “I really enjoy the class, but it is hard 

to focus for three hours straight when it is the 
hardest class I have. It can be really hard 
to learn math because it is only once a 
week but everyone in the class really 
helps each other.”

“Monday turns out to be a very long 
day,” Burke said. “Especially when you 
have to end up with the senior IB boys 
that think they are smart.  However, it is 
refreshing to have the gift of knowledge 
from such a talented female, Katie 
Gorsline. 

Theory of Knowledge has been a night 

class for a while now. Every IB student has to take 
two semesters of this class, one during 
second semester of their junior year and 
the next during first semester of their 
senior year.

Most of the IB students are involved in 
so much throughout the school that it gets 
really busy for some of them to manage 
all of their school work. A few seniors, 
including Gorsline and Starkey, brought 
up the idea about having the IB seniors 
having one homeroom to themselves. 
“It would be very beneficial to have a 

homeroom to ourselves so we could do group 
projects and to talk about the extended essays,” 
Gorsline said.

Principal Jeff Cranson responded to this 
request stating, “The compromise we landed 
on for the time being was to have Thursdays 
where they could go to the IB café and work on 
projects. Greeley West has some students who 
are not involved in anything and others who are 
involved in everything and we would like to build 
relationships between the students to become less 
‘clique-y’ during homeroom,” Cranson said.

By Jana Datteri
Staff Writer

Gorsline

Splendid Spanish summer
Students appreciate 
cultural experiences

Photo Courtesy of Susan Eastin

Greeley West students pose for a picture on their bicycles on their trip across 
Barcelona, Spain this summer.  

Last summer, seven Greeley West students and 
librarian/AVID teacher Ms. Susan Eastin traveled 
to Spain as a school trip. They left for Spain in 
June and were gone for two weeks. The trip was 
based on having a good time and experiencing a 
different life style, but also took the time to learn 
about the Spanish culture.

These students have been 
anxiously waiting for two 
years to go on the trip. 
Students had to save up 
$3,000 in order to go on the 
trip. The trip included a bike 
ride through Barcelona, time 
at the beach, and sight-seeing 
such as looking at famous 
Spanish architecture.

Students learned to 
appreciate the different style 

of living, such as eating different foods and 
learning the different languages. Eastin said, “I 
believe every high school student should be able 
to travel outside of the country if they are able to 
and experience new culture.”

Johnny Aguirre, a senior at Greeley West, was 
one of the seven students that got the opportunity 
to travel to Spain. “It was an amazing trip. It was a 
completely whole new world. I got to spend time 
with my friends and see things I thought I would 

never see.” Aguirre stated.
Senior Alyssa Rodello would go back to Spain 

in a heartbeat, but would avoid going with the 
travel company.  “It was non-stop and I never 
got to enjoy the little things Spain had to offer, 
Rodello said. 

Rodello thought the small things that were 
most interesting dealt with the culture. “I loved 
going to Spain and seeing all of the traditions and 
cultures.  It was interesting to experience their 
daily lifestyles.”

By Jacelyn Hays
Staff Writer

Aguirre
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Freshman Evan DeMeyer plays the drumset during the first week of his 
Jazz Band class at Greeley West High School. 

Star 
drummer

The massive class of 2021 may crowd the 
hallways, but these young students bring a 
lot of talent to the Spartan community, and 
Evan DeMeyer is no exception. As a star 
percussionist and student from Brentwood 
Middle School, Evan was excited to make the 
advanced band at West as a freshman.

This year, his aptitude for music will be seen 
on the tenor drums during marching band. 
The Greeley West jazz band is also proud to 
introduce him as one of the youngest members, 
where Evan can share his passion for jazz on 
the drum set. Typically freshman do not get to 
participate in the jazz band.

“Evan has been a wonderful addition to the 
band program here at West,” Mr. Chet Arthur 
reported. “He works hard and is committed to 
becoming a better percussionist.”

DeMeyer is looking forward to traveling with 
the band to Winter Park in 2019 to compete in a 
CHSAA sanctioned competition.

Outside of band, DeMeyer prides himself on 
his unique sense of humor and hopes to make

Frosh impresses early
By Megan Battleson
Staff Writer

Continued
DeMeyer, Page 8

Eclipse highlights frosh’s first week
Erika Ruvalcaba is a 13 year old freshman born 

in Fort Morgan, but originally from Guatemala. 
She lived in Colorado for her first eight years of 
life, then her family decided to move back to her 
country for five years. She came back this year 
to finish school in Greeley, and have a better life.

What she likes most about being a student at 
Greeley West High School is that almost every 
teacher can speak Spanish and help her out when 
she needs something. She plans to graduate with 

really good grades and go to college but 
she hasn’t decided what she wants to 
have as a career.

She was very excited about watching 
the eclipse during 4th period on the first 
day of school because she believes that 
it was an unforgettable experience and 
better than staying inside taking classes 
and doing assignments.

“I liked going out to watch the 
eclipse because it’s a once in a lifetime 
experience,” Ruvalcaba said.

Some interesting facts about Ruvalcaba 
is that she likes to play all kinds of sports 
and enjoys going out for a walk when 
she is not in school. Her favorite type of 
music is Reggaeton and her least favorite 
class is Health.

She plans to stay in the United States 
and start a new life here in the company 
of her family.

Ruvalcaba

By Yesennia Prieto
Staff Writer

Sprint offers 
free tablets to 
qualifying kids
By Hailey Ortega
Staff Writer

Four weeks into school, students are quickly 
realizing the homework load that they have. Many 
teachers give assignments for students using apps 
like Khan Academy and Schoology. All students 
use Campus Portal which  is an app that allows 
students to check their grades.

With so many online requirements for students, 
it is imperative that students have access to the 
internet to do their homework.  For students that 
don’t have a device or service at their house, it 
makes doing homework that much more difficult.  

Enter Sprint, the cell phone service provider 
who was looking to do something good for the 
community.  Sprint reached out to District 6 at the 
start of this school year to get schools to become a 
part of their Sprint 1Million event. 

The Sprint 1Million event is a give-away of free 
devices to students who don’t have access at home 
or on their phone in order to do the homework 
that is assigned online. Sprint will be giving them 
away at the end of this month, and are looking for 
qualifying students now. 

In order to qualify for the tablet, students have 
to be unable to afford a phone with data or have 
internet at home in order to do their homework.  
They are giving District 6 as many as 200 tablets 
for any kid they can find that would benefit from 
the program. 

Teachers and principals have gone around 
classrooms at West seeing if any kids would 
qualify for a tablet. They are noticing that most 
kids do have internet at home or a cell phone with 

data. 
Principal Jeff Cranson still 

wants to make a last-ditch 
effort to get those who need 
a device the chance to get 
hone.  He said that students 
who think they would qualify 
for the tablet should come to 
the office and talk to either 
assistant principal Amy Zulauf 
or himself about the program. 
They will then assess your 

need and get you the information to apply.

Cranson
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Junior 
Hunter 
Miller 
serves 
during the 
Greeley 
West 
Invitational 
on Friday 
afternoon 
at Greeley 
West High 
School.

Tyler Holmes/West 
Word

Tackling tennis
Greeley West traveled to Horizon on Tuesday 

August 29. The Spartans did not come out 
victorious but there was something special 
about this match. Junior Hunter Miller won his 
first match of tennis – ever.

Miller decided to come out for tennis the 
previous Friday, leaving him just two practices 
to make the varsity team and play his first 
match. Miller had many friends on the tennis 
team and Coach Ryan Pace had tried to talk 
Miller into playing the past two seasons, so it 
was not a new idea.

Miller finally caved into the pressure and 
joined the team. Miller stated, “I really look up 
to Garrett Fink and he motivates me to continue 
getting better. It’s been a great start to my tennis 

career.”
Miller won a challenge match in practice 

to earn a No. 4 doubles roster spot.  His new 
partner, sophomore Isaiah Torrez, is also 
inexperienced. It is his first year of varsity 
play.  Miller exclaimed, “It is really fun playing 
with Torrez and we are good together. We 
have chemistry together because of baseball 
so I enjoy playing with him. Winning our first 
match was also very exciting, but it wasn’t as 
much hype because the team didn’t win.”

Torrez is just as excited to play with Miller.  
“Hunter and I are an incredible combination. 
Whenever I get down he picks me up, or when 
he gets down I pick him up. We are going to 
continue to get better and hopefully make it to 
state this year,” Torrez said.

By Jarod Clark
Staff Writer

Miller joins in time to make No. 4 doubles

Altitude slows down 
cross country team
On September 2nd, the Greeley West Cross 

Country team opened up their season 
at an invite in Leadville Colorado at 
Colorado Mountain College. If you are 
not familiar with Leadville, it is a town 
in the mountains sitting at an elevation of 
10,152 feet.  

That’s almost two miles above sea 
level. It was a successful day for the 
team, finishing third and having three 
runners in the top 20. 

Senior Maria Geesaman knew the 
altitude would affect their running. “We, 
as a team knew it would be a lot different and 
harder to get a full breath and I know it affected 

most of the girls, but personally it didn’t affect me 
as much.   I just focused on my breathing and put 
my mind to finishing the race.” Geesaman said. 

Coach Rich Davis likes to start the 
season in invites like the Leadville 
invite because they are more of a smaller 
tournament with not a lot of teams. Last 
Friday, they competed in an invite with 
over 80 teams from six different states.

On the way to Leadville, the bus 
broke down three times because it was 
overheating, and every time it would 
overheat they would have to pull over 
and wait for the bus to get ready to go 
again. Davis laughed as he recounted the 

driver’s response.  “This is our best 30 year old 
bus,” Davis recalled.

By Connor Fagan
Staff Writer

Geesaman

2547 A 11th Avenue
Greeley , CO 80634
Phone: (970) 353-1903

Like us on Facebook at 
GoJo Sports of Greeley.

www.gojosports.com
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The Greeley 
West 
football 
team lines 
up on 
defense 
early in 
its game 
against 
Longmont 
on Thursday 
night. 

Jarod Clark/West 
Word

Football wins first two games
Last Thursday, the Greeley West football team 

played against Longmont High School. The 
game started at 6:30 p.m. To start off the game 
Greeley West kicked the ball and Longmont 
returned the ball and scored a touchdown in 18 
seconds.

 Things only got worse, after the first six 
minutes, Longmont was up 14-0. 

Then, momentum changed.  Later in the first 
quarter on Longmont’s third play, sophomore 
Carter Bruning, intercepted and shifted the 

momentum to Greeley West. “I was just looking 
to make a big play for my team,” Bruning stated. 

After Bruning’s interception, junior Derek 
West, scored his first touchdown of the night. 
In the second quarter, junior Joseph Piacenza, 
had a touchdown catch. This tied the game at 
halftime with the score 14-14. 

In the third quarter, junior Dorrean Starks, ran 
the ball in for a touchdown making the score 20-
20. A reverse play allowed West to score a 84 
yard touchdown to end the third quarter. 

In the fourth quarter Longmont punted 
the ball. “We came in thinking we were the 

underdogs and the team just needed me to run  
the ball as hard as I could. So I came in and did 
my thing for my team.” West stated. 

In a controversial call, West scored a 
touchdown running 85 yards. 

With two minutes left in the fourth quarter, 
the stadium was evacuated due to a gas leakage. 
The game was called with the ending score of 
34-20. 

After seven years, Greeley West has finally 
broken the losing streak against Longmont. 

In the week prior, the football team beat local 
rivals Roosevelt, making their record 2-0.

Volleyball 
team starts 
season 1-1

The Greeley West volleyball team hosted the 
Northglenn Norsemen out of Thornton in the 
Spartans’ second match of the 2017 season. After 
coming off a tough loss to Berthoud on Tuesday, 
the Spartans bounced back and won the match in 
straight games.

After winning the first game with a dominant 
score of 25-8, the Spartans found a way to come 

back and win the second game 
after trailing by 12 at one 
point. West then went on to 
finish the match and win the 
third game 25-9.

Senior Captain Delaynie 
McPhee stated, “We found a 
way to come together and get 
this big win.”

After losing six out of the 
seven varsity players from the 
2016 season, the Spartans are 

finding a way to come together and start playing 
as a team.

With a tough schedule ahead, the Spartans 
hope to keep getting better and try to find a way 
to scrape a few wins by in the 5A Front Range 
League. Along with the players getting better, 
McPhee thinks that varsity head coach Sasha 
Cohoon is also showing great strides in her second 
year.

With McPhee being the only player with past 
varsity experience, Cohoon has challenged her to 
be a leader on the team and get the inexperienced 
team to play the volleyball that they are capable 
of playing.

 Playing in the 5A Front range leauge has shown 
to be tough. With many schools going far in 
playoffs last year, the Spartans must play their 
best volyball to have a chance to make it to the 
playoffs. The Spartans hope to make a big playoff 
push as they have struggled making the playoffs 
the past years.

The next match for the Spartans will be held 
at Greeley West High School on Saturday, 
September 9 against the Roosevelt Rough Riders.

By Tyler Holmes
Staff Writer

McPhee

Golf team improves as they get more experience
The Greeley West golf team has had it rough in 

their 2017 season. 
The Spartans didn’t have enough kids try out for 

the team this year, and they are learning on the fly 
as many have never golfed before.   

Junior Connor Fagan and senior Taylor Berens 
are the only varsity Greeley West golfers. Sage 
Purdy and Cameron Simpkins also play golf for 
Greeley West but they are on the JV. 

The Spartans also have David King and Ben 
Schissler who go to Platte valley and Nathan 
Kenigsberg, a home-schooled kid who all golf 
varsity.

Fagan has been leading the team averaging 
a score of 83. West’s next highest scorer is 
Kenigsberg, averaging gout to a score of 91. 

Berens stated, “It’s my first year golfing and 
after getting tips from Conner, I didn’t think it was 

By Jarod Clark
Staff Writer

By Jana Datteri
Staff Writer

Continued
Golf, Page 8
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ready to be held here at West’s campus. There 
will be football, soccer, and track practice held at 
the fields. There will also be every level of soccer 
games, lower level football, and every level track. 
Varsity football will continue to be played at 
District 6 Stadium.

The opening day this year will just be another 
day, but Denning is planning on having the grand 
opening day next year. “We are planning on 
celebrating this field at the beginning of next year 
with naming the stadium and hopefully having a 
scoreboard. I’m truly just excited to have it all. I 
can’t wait to see how it looks and works once it’s 
all ready to go,” Denning said.

From
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The Greeley 
West Booser 
Club hosts 
the barbecue 
for freshmen 
at District 6 
Stadium on 
Thursday night. 

Hailey Ortega/West Word
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Club ran. They served pulled pork sandwiches, 
chips, Jimmy Johns sandwiches, and cookies. 
Counselor Kelly Stephens stated, “This was the 
second year and I just think it’s a really cool thing 
we do to try and get our freshmen involved in 
sport games early on.” 

Stephens also said that not many Link Crew 

members participated in the event, with only 10 
helping out after school and one who showed up 
at the game with their shirt on. 

More upperclassmen participation is something 
they would like to work on getting better over 
the school year. 

the basketball team as a small forward. In his 
eighth grade year, DeMeyer was recognized by 
District 6 in a student spotlight for his excellence 
in athletics, music, and academics.

As the first week of school draws to an end, 
DeMeyer is confident to say that, “West is clearly 
better,” than other local high schools, and that 
he is excited by the many opportunities here at 
West. Freshman Evan DeMeyer is definitely one 
to watch, and West is excited to welcome him to 
the Spartan family.
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FFA kicks 
off year with 
Open Barn
Last Wednesday evening, the agriculture shop 

at Greeley West was opened up to the public for 
FFA’s 3rd annual Open Barn. 

Chickens, goats, lambs, bunnies, a dog, and a 
calf were featured as well as several informational 
booths accommodated by FFA members, and a 
refreshment table. 

The 14 animals were all organized in a petting 
zoo fashion, where participants were encouraged 
to get close and pet them. The Open Barn is a 
good way to “get the community more involved 
with FFA at the school,” said Vice President 

of Chapters, junior Lauren 
Wagner. 

Members volunteered to 
watch the animals and answer 
any questions that visitors 
could think of. Senior Jaelyn 
Salgado spent most of her 
time by the pig pen, “I love 
the pigs, they’re so cute,” she 
said.

The Open Barn was an 
opportunity to “interact with 
community members, family 
members, and showcase what 
we do,” said advisor Ms. Sam 
Maxwell. 

Wagner, was excited to be 
“meeting all of the members 
and seeing how much 
involvement is in our chapter.” 

The agriculture program at 
Greeley West consists of 350 
different students, each of 

whom is considered an FFA member.   In addition, 
the FFA classes elect 12 officers who run the 
organization with the help of  Mr. Kelly Longacre 
and Maxwell as advisors. 

They are looking forward to going to the 
National FFA Convention towards the end of 
October, and hope to continue finding future 
agriculturalists, said Maxwell. 

By Megan Battleson
Staff Writer

going to be as hard as it is. Once you get to a 
tournaments it’s not fun and games anymore. It is 
a lot harder than you’d think.”

Fagan and Kenigsberg hope to make state this 
year as they have both placed in tournaments this 
season. Kenigsberg stated, “Last year the cut line 
to make state was 81 so I would have to play a 
perfect round to get there. If Connor can keep 
playing the way he has been he should make 
state.”
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Wagner

Maxwell

“I just think it’s a really 
cool thing we do to try 
and get our freshmen 
involved early on.”
    - Counselor 
            Kelly Stephens


