
Communication 

Definition:  the imparting or interchange of thoughts, opinions, or information by speech, writing, or 
signs.  

Speech Generating Devices: 

• Go Talk: is a lightweight and portable assistive technology device designed for even the 
youngest of users.  Go Talks provide sound with volume control, easy sequential recording, 
quick level erase, built-in overlay storage, record lock, and level lock.  Go Talks can be used 
initiate conversations, support daily activities, talk on the telephone, tell personal anecdotes, 
practice speaking and articulation, give instructions, and participate in small group instruction.   
 

 
 

• Communication Builder: This Communication Builder is equipped with 5 easy to change 
frames, which allow you to refine communication choices as the person develops new skills. 
Record your own messages with the simplest push of a button. Light, durable and easy to carry 
with a built in handle. Frames included are 1, 2, 4, 8 and 16-window options. Re-recording is 
required when you change window frames. Total recording time is 300 seconds.     
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• Big Mac Switch:  Record any message directly into this powerful single message tool and press 

its large activation surface for crystal-clear, single message playback.  Students with visual 
disabilities and those who require a larger activation surface will have no problem connecting 
with BIG mac large, 5-inch activation surface as they connect with teachers, classmates and the 
world around them.  

 

 

• Augmentative Communication Devices:  Are also known as speech generating devices.  
These are electronic device systems used to supplement or replace speech or writing for 
individuals with severe speech impairments enabling them to verbally communicate their needs. 
AAC devices also allow individuals to become active participants in communication interactions 
 

             
 

• I-Pad w/communication application: there are multiple applications to enable the iPad to be 
used as a communication device.  Some of those include, but are not limited to: Proloquo2Go, 
assistive chat, quick talk aac, go talk now, touch chat with word power, words for life(LAMP), 
sono flex lite, sono flex, my choice boards, and my first aac. District 6 currently has Proloquo2Go 
available. 
 

 



Picture and Icon Communication: 

• PECS:  The Picture Exchange Communication System (PECS) is a type of augmentative alternative 
communication (AAC) originally developed for children with autism. The primary purpose of 
PECS is to teach individuals to initiate communication. Individuals are taught to initiate by 
handing a picture to a communication partner in exchange for a desired item.  PECS allows 
individuals to communicate by using pictures instead of, or in conjunction with, speech. PECS 
provides a functional outlet of expression for individuals who otherwise have difficulty 
communicating. It is used to initiate conversation and to communicate wants or needs to 
another person. It may be used with young children but has also successfully been taught to 
adults with similar communication needs. Often it is used with individuals on the autism 
spectrum and in theory that if we increase their ability to communicate their behavior tends to 
lessen.  http://www.pecsusa.com/.  
 

 
 

• Boardmaker:  Is a design program that lets you make and adapt curriculum materials for 
students who need symbols.  You can Create talking books, behavior supports, schedules, 
reward chats, and practice lessons.  Boardmaker activities are used in the inclusive classroom, 
special education classroom, speech therapy sessions, out in the community and at home. 
www.mayer-johnson.com/what-is-boardmaker.  

 

Websites for Augmentative Communication: 

• www.dynavoxtech.com 
• www.prentrom.com 
• www.tobii.com/en/assistive-technology/global/ 
• www.saltillo.com/ 
• www.toby-churchill.com/ 
• www.asha.org/public/speech/disorders/AAC 
• http://cshassoc.org/  

 

http://www.pecsusa.com/
http://www.mayer-johnson.com/what-is-boardmaker
http://www.dynavoxtech.com/
http://www.prentrom.com/
http://www.tobii.com/en/assistive-technology/global/
http://www.saltillo.com/
http://www.toby-churchill.com/
http://www.asha.org/public/speech/disorders/AAC
http://cshassoc.org/

