
Literacy: 

 

Kurzweil: Kurzweil 3000 is the premier reading, writing, and learning software for students with 
dyslexia, attention deficit disorder, or other learning difficulties, including physical impairments or 
language learning needs. It allows students with print disabilities to have grade level texts and materials 
to be read to them by the computer enabling them to learn content and meet district standards.  
Kurzweil has the following features: 

• Support for fluency, vocabulary, comprehension, writing, study skills, and test taking. 
• A single user interface containing all the tools necessary for academic success. 
• Access to all major digital file formats and printed materials. 
• Allows for individualized instruction as learners can move at their own pace with materials that 

serve their individual needs. 
• Easy-to-use tools for teachers to customize and implement instructional supports. 
• Support for all Response to Intervention (RtI) tiers of instruction, special education and multi-

tiered classrooms. 
• A program anchored upon the principles of Universal Design for Learning (UDL). 
• http://www.kurzweiledu.com 

 

SOLO: This program integrates the following components: Read: Out Loud, Write: Out Loud, Draft: 
Builder and Co: Writer. The package builds skills across the entire reading and writing continuum 
including reading, writing planning, organizing, revising and editing. http://www.donjohnston.com 

• Read: Out Loud: Read Strategically for Comprehension 
The meaning of text does not reside in the words on the page – Meaning is constructed in the 
mind of the reader. Auditory support alone is not sufficient for your students to construct 
meaning. They need to learn and practice effective research-based strategies. Read: Out Loud 
includes research-based reading comprehension strategy guides so readers can gain true 
understanding of concepts in social studies, science and language arts. (Language used with 
permission of Don Johnston Incorporated) 

• Write: Out Loud: Motivates Students to Compose, Revise, and Edit Independently 
Research shows that struggling writers typically do not write enough to effectively communicate 
their message. After they finish composing, their revisions and edits have little impact on the 
text. Write: Out Loud is a program that improves your students’ writing through simple and 
purposeful supports so they can write more and self -assess their work. (Language used with 
permission of Don Johnston Incorporated) 

• Draft: Builder: Build Planning, Organizing, and Draft-Writing Strategies 
For struggling writers, transforming thoughts into purposeful and coherent writing can be 
daunting. They often lack critical strategies such as collecting information, analyzing relevant 

http://www.kurzweiledu.com/high-stakes-testing.html
http://www.kurzweiledu.com/
http://donjohnston.com/catalog/catalog.htm


ideas and organizing them into writing. Researchers from the Education Development Center 
(EDC) partnered with Don Johnston Incorporated to solve these needs of struggling writers. 
Using well established research, they developed Draft; Builder – A powerful planning, organizing 
and draft writing program that steps students through the writing process. (Language used with 
permission of Don Johnston Incorporated) 

• Co: Writer: Empower Written Self- Expression and Vocabulary 
Most students’ thoughts are much richer than the words and sentences they create. For 
students who struggle to translate ideas into writing, Co: Writer’s linguistic Word Prediction, 
Flex SpellÔ, Topic Dictionaries and vocabulary supports narrow the gap between thoughts and 
written words. The result is that students can effectively express their ideas in writing, improve 
spelling and create coherent sentences. (Language used with permission of Don Johnston 
Incorporated) www.donjohnston.com.   

• Word Q/Speak Q:  WordQ+SpeakQ works with all popular writing programs such as Microsoft 
Word and can be integrated with tools including touchscreen, on-screen keyboard and adaptive 
mouse devices. It reads back what the user has typed, makes helpful word suggestions, and 
enables users to proofread and edit their own work by reading back misspelled words and 
punctuation exactly as typed.  WordQ+speakQ is especially helpful for those who find writing to 
be a challenge. Children with dyslexia, ADD or ADHD. Clients with autism, aphasia and trauma or 
those with limited movement. Each user can create a personalized profile, complete with 
language settings and saved progress.  It offers a multi-sensory approach to sentence 
composition and expression.  www.goqsoftware.com/products/.  

• Dragon Naturally Speaking:  Homework and written assignments can be a frustrating and time-
consuming task for students with learning disabilities and their parents. A student that can 
communicate eloquently verbally may not be able to translate that content to writing based on 
the mechanical challenges associated with typing and spelling. But Dragon understands what 
you say and how you say it. Simply speak words and they appear on the screen. Dragon also 
reads back your transcribed text to you and can read aloud other text such as homework 
instructions or incoming email.  Speech recognition software is increasingly becoming a 
productivity tool for students of all abilities.  

o Improve core skills for students of all abilities 
o Provide greater independence for students with physical disabilities 
o Level the playing field for students with learning disabilities 
o www.nuance.com/for-individuals/by-industry/education-solutions/index.htm 

 
• Kidspiration:  Using visual thinking methodologies, Kidspiration provides a cross-curricular visual 

workspace for K-5 learners. Students combine pictures, text, numbers and spoken words to 
develop vocabulary, word recognition, reading for comprehension, writing and critical thinking 
skills.  Kidspiration works the way students think and learn and the way teachers teach. As 
students make visual connections, they build fundamental skills in reading, writing, math, 

http://www.donjohnston.com/
http://www.goqsoftware.com/products/
http://www.nuance.com/for-individuals/by-industry/education-solutions/index.htm


science and social studies. Kidspiration offers activities in all curriculum areas, so students use 
visual learning naturally and confidently.  Kidspiration helps students: 

o Develop strong thinking skills  
o Strengthen reading and writing skills 
o Build conceptual understanding in math  
o www.inspiration.com/Kidspiration 

 
• Inspiration:  In Inspiration® you think and learn visually. Inspiration allows you to create a 

picture of your ideas and concepts in the form of a diagram or mind map. It also provides an 
integrated outlining environment for developing your ideas into organized written documents. 
Inspiration stimulates both visual and linear thinking to deepen understanding of concepts, 
increase memory retention, develop organizational skills and tap creativity. Inspiration has four 
environments: Diagram View, Map View, Outline View and Presentation Manager.  

1. Diagram View:  Use Diagram View to create diagrams that show the relationships 
between ideas or concepts. 

2. Map View:  Use Map View to create mind maps, building branches of associated topics 
around a central idea. 

3. Outline View:  Use Outline View to create outlines of your ideas or to organize and 
write reports. 

4. Presentation Manager:  When you have developed your content in the form of a 
diagram, mind map or outline, use Presentation Manager to create a presentation. 

In Inspiration you can also create many types of graphic organizers. It doesn’t matter if you’re 
comparing literary novels, looking at cause and effect or developing your understanding of a 
complex concept. The kind of diagram or mind map you create in Inspiration depends on the 
idea you want to develop. The following are some of the different types of graphic organizers 
you can easily build using Inspiration:  Concept Map, Idea Map, Mind Map, Story Board and 
Web.  www.inspiration.com/Inspiration.  

• Intellitools:  Is accessible software that supports early learning in the area of reading, writing 
and mathematics.  It support different learning styles to engage, motivate, and involve students 
— incorporating text, graphics, animation, onscreen manipulation, speech output, recorded 
sounds, and are fully accessible through IntelliKeys, our alternative access keyboard and 
switches. We publish curriculum content in the areas of early literacy, reading, writing, and 
mathematics and incorporate standards into the design phase covering national standards as 
well as selected state standards.  Embedded tools in the Intellitools software help assess the 
cognitive level of students with the ability to track student performance.  
www.intellitools.com/default.html.   

• Clicker 5: Clicker is a reading and writing tool that helps students of all abilities to achieve rapid 
and permanent gains in their levels of reading and writing.  Based on the principles of Universal 

http://www.inspiration.com/Kidspiration
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http://www.intellitools.com/default.html


Design for Learning (UDL), Clicker offers a range of both curriculum and accessibility support to 
meet individual needs within the Individualized Education Program (IEP).   

o At the top of the screen is a word processor called ‘Clicker Writer’. At the bottom of the 
screen is the ‘Clicker Grid’.  This has ‘cells’ containing letters, words or phrases that you 
can click on, to send them into Clicker Writer – so children can write sentences without 
actually writing or using the keyboard! 

o Clicker 5 comes with realistic speech, so you can hear the words before you write. 
Simply click on any word with the right-hand mouse button (or Control-click on it if 
you’re using a Mac). Clicker Writer can also speak letters, words or sentences to you as 
you write. It even highlights the text as it’s spoken! 

o Clicker 5 also comes with highly detailed pictures to illustrate common words, and you 
can use your own pictures too. You can have pictures in the Clicker Grid and click on 
them to send them into Clicker Writer, so you can write with pictures as well as words! 
Pictures can appear instantly in cells when you type into them. Pictures can also appear 
instantly as you type into Clicker Writer 

o All Clicker Grids can be operated with simple switches, so people who cannot use a 
mouse or keyboard can also use Clicker. It helps people of ALL abilities to write – and 
because Clicker 5’s pop-up grids are switch accessible, anyone can create a talking book!  
www.cricksoft.com/us/products/tools/clicker/home.aspx.  

Symbol Based Writing: 

• Pix Writer: Students write by selecting pictures and word buttons while built in speech gives 
them immediate feedback on their selections. To create picture keyboards, teachers’ type words 
and pictures are automatically inserted. Teachers can also create talking documents for early 
reading experiences.  Formerly Slater Software, now Suncastle Technology.  
www.suncastletech.com 

• Writing with Symbols: Writing with Symbols is a versatile program that helps teachers give 
students the early writing experiences that are essential to literary development. Students learn 
to communicate, read and write, with the same symbol set. Create picture word stories for 
students to read, or create word and symbol displays students can use to write. Speech 
feedback emphasizes the connection between words and symbols and a talking word processor 
connects spoken words with written words. (Language used with permission of Don Johnston 
Incorporated)www.donjohnston.com 

 

 

http://www.cricksoft.com/us/products/tools/clicker/home.aspx
http://www.suncastletech.com/
http://www.donjohnston.com/

