Dos Rios Elementary School
Home of the Buffaloes
Dos Rios Elementary School Newsletter

March 2019

For International Baccalaureate
Students, Attitude Is Everything

School Office
(970) 348-1300
Principal
Mr. Matthew
Thompson
Assistant Principal
Mrs. Elizabeth
Urich

Betty Romero
Bilingual Parent
Liaison

Dos Rios students in kindergarten-fifth grades recently performed at the Union Colony
Civic Center for their spring concert, Attitude Is Everything. Students have been
practicing a total of 26 songs that encourage the IB attitudes. The IB attitudes are a vital
focus in the development of positive attitudes towards people, the environment, and
learning. These are the day to day attitudes we use: appreciation, commitment,
confidence, cooperation, creativity, curiosity, empathy, enthusiasm, independence,
integrity, respect, and tolerance. These IB-PYP Attitudes are meant to be an explicit part
of daily learning, modeled by both students and staff. These are woven into daily school
life— the classroom, the cafeteria, at recess, etc. Students also reflect on the attitudes
during learning experiences and assessments. When reinforced at home (or when
reinforcing the positive attitudes that students learn at home, church and other places),
these attitudes become second nature for children

Appreciation

They appreciate the wonder and beauty of the world and its
people

Commitment

Being committed to their learning, persevering and showing self

Confidence

Feeling confident in their ability as learners, having the courage
to take risks, apply what they have learned and making
appropriate decisions and choices

Cooperation

Cooperating, collaborating and leading or following as the

Creativity

Being creative and imaginative in their thinking and in their
approach to problems and dilemmas

Curiosity

Being curious about the nature of learning and of the world, its
people and cultures

Empathy

Imaginatively projecting themselves into another's situation, in
order to understand thoughts, reasoning and emotions
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Enthusiasm

Enjoying learning

Independence

Thinking and acting independently, making their own
judgements based on reasonable principles and being
able to defend their judgments

Integrity

Having integrity and a firm sense of fairness and
honesty

Respect

Respecting themselves, others and the world around
them

Tolerance

Feeling sensitivity towards differences and diversity in
the world and being respectful to the needs of others
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IB Continuum Hosts Showcase
at Greeley West
Dos Rios fourth graders who participated in Invention
Convention were able to revise their projects to
present in February at the annual IB Showcase at
Greeley West High School. This community event
provided a forum to celebrate culture and art, as well
as take action on Community, Activity, Service (CAS)
projects. Performances from LULAC were also on
display. Dos Rios students presented on their projects
and received awards for their work. Projects included
solar-powered cars, a spray bottlebrush, cell-phone
speakers, arm warmers, stretchy shoes, phone holder,
and food allergy awareness.
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4th Grade Students Work Hard, Play Harder
Fourth graders recently took the National Assessment of Educational Progress, or NAEP.
This assessment is also known as “The Nation’s Report Card.” The NAEP is the largest
nationally representative and continuing assessment of what America's students know
and can do in various subject areas. Because of our school focus on wellness and
physical activity, Dos Rios students who participated in the NAEP assessment were
selected for a special face-to-face visit with members of the Denver Nuggets and Team
Fit! Thanks for your hard work, fourth graders!
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2nd Trimester Principal Award Winners
Cisneros

Student: Vanessa Chavez
IB Attitude: Independence
Reason: Vanessa returns homework every day, she is an attentive listener, and follows directions,
Vanessa has shown independence by completing all tasks, easy and difficult, including learning a
second language. Vanessa tackles every job with a smile. Thank you for being a charming,
independent learner and friend.

Crane

Student: Samule Denney
IB Attitude: Commitment
Reason: Samule is committed to his work and to school. He tries his best at everything he does and is
always trying to do better than the time before. He is a good friend to everyone and problem solves on
his own. He is a role model for other kids and is always committed to making smart choices.

Lindgren

Student: Emery Fisher
IB Attitude: Confidence
Reason: Emery’s confidence has grown so much this year. She is very dedicated to being the best
student she can possibly be. She is an extremely hard worker and believes in pushing herself to learn.
She does not hesitate to ask questions, participate in class, and work with others to get her work done.
It is a great pleasure have Emery in my class.

Barton

Student: Yessenia Lopez
IB Attitude: Independence
Reason: Yessenia is a very independent student. She always tries to complete her work quickly and
without any help, but is willing to ask for help when she needs it. Once finished with her work, she is
willing to help others or finds other things to do. Yessenia is also independent in her thinking. She
listens to others’ ideas, but then develops her own ideas and shares them. Yessenia is a
compassionate leader in our classroom. I am proud to work with her every day.

Sorge

Student: Melina Guetierrez- Loya
IB Attitude: Commitment
Reason: Melina has been working very hard in all subject areas to grow her brain as much as possible.
She advocates for herself when she needs help and keeps trying even when things may get
challenging. Melina has also been working hard at being a role model for the other kids in class,
encouraging them to do the right thing. I am proud to have Melina in class and watch her grow into a
true Dos Rios Buffalo!

Rosales

Student: Shirley Arce
IB Attitude: Integrity
Reason: Shirley is new at being a Buffalo this year. During her time here she has shown me that she
can be honest, and responsible. She has really worked hard at always trying to do the right thing. She
also has become a leader in our class by encouraging others to join her sense of integrity. I am so glad
that she has joined our class and grown into a true buffalo. ♥

Ratliff

Student: Demetrey Besabe
IB Attitude: Independence
Reason: I can count on Demetrey to know the directions and get his work done. He is constantly
showing by example and demonstrating what it looks like to be an independent classmate and thinker.
He diligently works to get tasks done and can independently solve any problems or questions that
arise. I really enjoy having Demetrey in my class this year.
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Simpkins

Student: Ava Hartoebben
IB Attitude: Commitment
Reason: Ava is the type of person that never gives up even when something is hard. She encourages
students in the class to keep trying. She takes her time on everything and makes sure that her work is
something that she can be proud of. Even when she struggles, she continues to keep a positive
attitude and doesn’t rush. She is someone I admire very much for her perseverance.

Skow

Student: Damien Lira
IB Attitude: Integrity
Reason: Damien was voted as the principal award winner by his class for showing integrity. One
student wrote, “Damien never lies and he always tells the truth.” I would have to agree with my classDamien is an excellent example of someone who has integrity. He always does the right thing, even
when his friends or classmates are not doing the right thing. Damien also wants to make sure that the
truth comes out. If someone is lying, he makes sure to rectify the situation by telling an adult the truth
about what happened. Damien always knows what the right thing to do is and consistently does the
right thing. To sum it up, Damien is our principal award winner for integrity because he always tells
the truth and does the right thing, even when no one is watching.

Warren

Student: Itzel Haro
IB Attitude: Cooperation
Reason: Our class voted for Itzel as the Principal Award winner for showing cooperation. I can count
on Itzel to work well with anyone in class. Though she is soft spoken, she reminds others to stay on
task and helps her classmates when they are in need, as well as her teacher. I have enjoyed watching
Itzel become a leader in our class.

Brown, J.

Student: Kelly Loma
IB Attitude: Commitment
Reason: Kelly is committed every day to making sure that everyone feels included. She is so nice to
everyone that comes across her path. She chooses nice every time no matter what. Her example is so
great for other students to see. She goes out of her way to be nice to others.

Clarke

Student: Alonso Casas Servin Jr.
IB Attitude: Cooperation
Reason: I am very fortunate to have several students in mind for this student of the trimester. I had
the class help me choose which student would be the best student for these last few months. Many of
the students voted for Alonso and had many great things to say about him. They said he is a “great
thinker”, he always helps me “cheer up”, he is “hardworking”, and that he shows “empathy”. I chose
the attitude of cooperation for Alonso because all the things his students said about him deal with
how he shows cooperation with them. For me, Alonso is always helping in the mornings with breakfast
and any other task I ask, he is always willing to help out. He is an independent thinker and he is great
at working with others. It is wonderful having him as a student in my classroom!

Ozols

Student: Aaliyah Santillan
IB Attitude: Commitment
Reason: Aaliyah shows commitment every day to her school work and to being an upstanding person.
She always tries her very best in class, whether it’s a test, group work, independent work, or her
homework. She is also dedicated to doing the right thing, being extremely polite to everyone, helping
others when they need it, and being an all-around nice person. It is a pleasure having Aaliyah in class!

Alcazar

Student: Elizabeth Guldenstein
IB Attitude: Commitment
Reason: Elizabeth is committed to try her best every single day. When things are difficult or
challenging, she makes the effort to persevere and to get the task completed. She is committed to
being a good friend and to help others when necessary. We are proud of Elizabeth and all her
accomplishments this trimester.
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Braun

Student: Cristian Leyva
IB Attitude: Enthusiasm
Reason: Cristian always shows enthusiasm throughout the day! He brings joy to everyone he interacts
with. I know that I can count on Cristian to brighten my day, and show enthusiasm towards learning!
Cristian shows enthusiasm in all subjects, especially in math and science! Cristian’s enthusiasm
towards learning is contagious!

Sallee

Student: Yahaira Ortiz
IB Attitude: Independence and Confidence
Reason: Yahaira shows independence because she works by herself when she has to. She shows
confidence because when I’m her partner and I say I can’t to this she says we’ll work on it together
and not give up. She talks and doesn’t visit. Yahaira can do things by herself when no one tells her to.
She’s confident because she is nice to me and others. She does the right thing when no one is
looking. She doesn’t give up.

Tannel

Student: Angela Trejo
IB Attitude: Integrity
Reason: Angela shows integrity on a daily basis when she chooses to make positive choices in
everything that she does! I can trust that whether Angela is working with a partner, using technology,
or in a different classroom that she is always doing her job and doing it well. She is able to stand up
for doing the right thing, even if others are not.

Eussen

Student: Diana Kudu
IB Attitude: Integrity
Reason: Diana is a student that can be trusted to make the right decision even if no one is looking.
She knows that she should not follow the crowd just because it maybe the popular thing to do, but
rather do the right thing because in her heart she knows it is the right decision. She is the model
student and citizen of integrity.

Hendrickson

Student: Camila Hernandez
IB Attitude: Independence
Reason: Camila shows every single IB attribute! Among those attitudes she is a great model of is
independence. No matter the task that is given I always feel like I can count on Camila to be
independently working on it. Not only does she do an amazing job of keeping track of her own work,
but she does an amazing job being a leader and helps her classmates to be independent as well!

Starr

Student: Prussia Zimmermann
IB Attitude: Commitment
Reason: Prussia has worked so hard this year to be the best she can be each and every day. In the
face of adversity, she has risen above difficulties and proven that she is an amazing student. I am so
proud of her and the person she has become this year!

Stickler

Student: Cruz Beltran
IB Attitude: Appreciation
Reason: Cruz is a shining example when it comes to appreciating others, his environment, and
learning. Whether it be through going out of his way to help a fellow student, being the first person to
clean a mess that is not his own, or volunteering during class discussions; Cruz is obviously
appreciative of everything in his midst. Thank you, Cruz, for showing others how to find value in our
everyday lives.

Brown, R.

Student: Roland Mata
IB Attitude: Independence and Cooperation
Reason: Roland shows cooperation when working in small groups. He is a leader. Roland helps others
within his groups to understand the task/s and he makes sure his group members complete it
together. Roland is also showing more independence within his classes. He is staying on task,
completing more tasks and is asking what he can do next. I am very proud of Roland for what he has
accomplished so far this year. Keep up the great work Roland.
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Cezniak

Student: Ben Gil Leo
IB Attitude: Enthusiasm
Reason: Ben is such a happy student. He is so enthusiastic about his work and always has a smile
and a high five for everyone he meets!

Serrano

Student: Adriana Valladarez
IB Attitude: Integrity and respect
Reason: Adriana shows integrity by always doing her best in Spanish and in the library. She is
honest and respectful to everyone. She is does what is expected of her and has a great attitude
about learning. She is trustworthy and an excellent all-around student!

Bustillos

Student: Sofia Sanchez Lazos
IB Attitude: Commitment
Reason: Sofia is a very dedicated student who strives to be the best student she possibly can be.
She is an extremely hard worker and believes in pushing herself to learn English and to learn the
content. She does not hesitate to ask questions, participate in class, and work with others to get
her work done. Sofia is an exceptional student who cares about her education. She shows great
resilience and perseveres with the challenges put in front of her. It is a great pleasure to be able
to work with Sofia.

Korolainen &
Hendrickson

Student: Wilson Lux Lux
IB Attitude: Commitment
Reason: Wilson demonstrates a high level of commitment to his academics at Dos Rios. He is
committed to learning English and making connections between Spanish and English so that he
can better understand what he is learning and so that he can communicate with peers and
teachers. We are consistently impressed with how hard Wilson works each day to be the best
student he can be.

Harrison

Student: Trystan Lira
IB Attitude: Integrity
Reason: Trystan is a very integrous young lady. She always makes the responsible and respectful
decision in the classroom. She is a role model for her peers in how to be an IB student as there
are numerous examples of her leading and helping her classmates with tough sounds, words, or
sentences in reading. Her honesty and eagerness to learn makes her a joy to teach. Her
excellence will only grow as she furthers her educational career.

Hines

Student: Belia Ortiz
IB Attitude: Independence
Reason: Along with many other second graders, Belia demonstrated Independence during the K2 winter musical program by volunteering to do extra work, participating in speaking parts. But
Belia went above and beyond and demonstrated true Independence and leadership when she
volunteered to translate English into Spanish for the audience during the program. Every time I
see Belia in music class, I know I can always count on her to do her work. It is a pleasure to teach
Belia and I wish her the best of luck in her educational career.

York-Schmidt

Student: Hunter Pyeatt
IB Attitudes: Creativity & Commitment
Reason: Hunter shows commitment to both his behavior, demonstrating respect and integrity, as
well as to his work. He spends a lot of time thinking before he creates, which demonstrates his
being reflective. Our Art to Remember theme this year is illustrating what we love. When I asked
Hunter what he loved, he replied reading books. Those words are music to a teacher’s heart.
Hunter’s creativity and commitment are always appreciated in the art room.
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Upcoming Events
March Dates

April Dates

2 Read Across America: Dr. Seuss’ Birthday

1-19 CMAS State Assessments (Grades 3-5)

7 PTG Meeting: 6:00-7:00 p.m. in Library

3 Student Council

10 -18 Spring Break: No School

4 School Accountability Committee: 4:00 p.m.

21 Cooking Matters: 1:15-3:15 p.m.

4 Kindergarten Round-Up/Parent Teacher
Group Meeting: 5:00-6:00 p.m.

25 Teacher Professional Development/Nonstudent Day (5 of 6)

4 Kindergarten Registration: 6:00-7:00 p.m.

26 Class Picture Day

17 Student Council

26 2nd Grade Museum to You: 2:15 p.m.

24 4th Grade High Plains Water Festival

28 Cooking Matters: 1:15-3:15 p.m.

25 Volunteer Appreciation Tea: 4:00-5:00 p.m.

29 CMAS PBIS Assembly

29 Teacher Professional Development/
Non-student Day (6 of 6)

