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Over the past couple of days, the world has
watched as chaos has descended on the city
of Kabul, but how did we get here?

For the past 20 sum odd years, the region of Afghanistan
has been the center of unparalleled political unrest. Since
the attacks on September 11th, 2001, the United States
has had a vice-like grip on Afghanistan, working tirelessly
to push back and defeat the Taliban. Over the long and
strenuous campaign, the U.S slowly dwindled the
Taliban's forces to almost nothing, gaining control over
the country and opening up freedoms to women,
Christians, and people in the LGBTQI+ community. But
support from the U.S citizens started to dwindle,
alongside the mounting political pressure to stop wasting

ghanistan Kalls

By Sean Rotter

American lives for what was beginning to be a useless campaign.
This eventually accumulated in president Donald J. Trump
formulating a deal with the Taliban allowing for a formal
withdrawal from the country, which was heavily conditional. The set
date for the full withdrawal to be completed was May 2021, between
this time period the country saw a transition from Donald Trump to
Joe Biden as President of the United States.

When this date approached for the Biden administration Biden
announced that the U.S troops would withdraw unconditionally, thus
scrapping Donald Trump's withdrawal plan. Upon this
announcement, Taliban forces launched an offensive quickly
advancing ahead of a disjointed and collapsing Afghan military.
Throughout the summer, the Taliban quickly pushed through
Afghanistan with little to no resistance, region after region fell but
the United States was still not confident a complete collapse was
inevitable. This was until the Taliban invaded the capital city of
Kabul which also fell with little to no resistance, the same day the
president of Afghanistan, Ashraf Ghani, fled the country.

Now that the country is being controlled by the Taliban, the
freedoms unlocked under U.S. occupation have been all but revoked.
Women are no longer allowed to attend school as it is against the
Taliban law. People in the LGBTQI+ community are in imminent
danger as the sentence if they are discovered is death. Amongst the
other atrocities, ethnic cleansing is expected to begin and Christians
are actively being hunted down and persecuted. Because of this,
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people have been clambering to escape the country
and the U.S has been overwhelmed with this mass
of people attempting to leave with them. This was
seen at the Kabul airport when thousands of
people rushed the airport to leave on evacuation
flights, the world was shocked as they witnessed
children hanging on the side of planes out of
desperation then falling to their death.

Despite how desperate the people have been to
escape, the U.S. has ensured that anyone who
wants to get out will get out, and the evacuation
has been ongoing since the fall of Kabul. But the
light at the end of the tunnel is slowly shrinking as
the Taliban have recently announced that they will
no longer allow Afghans to leave the country, only
Americans.

At this point, the situation seems very bleak and it
doesn't seem like the international community is
going to do anything to help, all we can do is hope
that the Afghan people stay safe. We will continue
to update you as the situation continues.

COMING SOON
TO THE CASTLE

"All we can do is
hope that the Afghan
people stay safe.”




