October 2011

News at the Castle
Message from Principal
Welcome back Wildcats! Time continues to fly by as summer has passed and we are
already into the 7th week of school. The new class of Cats “Class of 2015” seemed to
have made a smooth transition while the seniors are focused and ready to prove themselves this year.

Healthy Equation
Energy = Food & Fuel + Activity, the
physical kind + ZZZ’s as in sleep
Begin the day with fuel for your brain and
muscles; it can be milk, fruit, cheese,
cereal in a bag, or a PB&J you make the
night before. Activity or Exercise includes
the stairs in the castle, walking to and
from school. Add on some dancing,
skateboarding or another activity you
enjoy to strengthen your heart and lungs.
Sleep helps the body heal, grow and reduces stress. Make a plan to get 7 – 8
hours most nights. This will give you
energy to work toward your dreams and
goals. Laugh and play every day to keep
stress away.

All of our students reported back to school on Thursday, August 18th. We held an
all-school assembly in the gym to celebrate our school culture, history, and traditions.
The response from students at our opening assembly showed a great deal of pride in
our school and we crowned a new “king of dance”, in Business Department Robert
Miller A good time was had by all as we kicked off the 2011-12 school year in fine
style. The first few weeks were packed with activity as our homecoming week was
extremely early. The limitations surrounding our football schedule dictated that we
hold homecoming on the week of September 5th, earlier then anyone can remember
here in the castle. The unexpected result were that although feeling very rushed our
students made the transition back to school at a record pace. School spirit has been
outstanding and our young freshman feel right at home.
We continue to encourage parents to partner with GCHS. Please take the time to interact with our teacher’s and remember that information about grades and attendance
are available 24/7 on the internet at www.central.greeleyschools.org .

Susan LaBonde,
School Nurse Greeley Central

This year, we are again asking for help from our students and parents as we look to
continue our academic performance in all areas. Our new bell schedule is designed to
help foster continued academic growth but as always attendance is the key component
to student achievement. Student attendance is critical to the educational process. We
must be committed to do all we can to get every student to every class on time.
We are looking forward to a great school year. Welcome back ‘Cats!

SAC/PAC team
Each school is responsible for establishing a School Accountability Committee which should, at a minimum level, include the following
number of people in these identified positions.
1 - The Principal
2 – One parent who provides instruction in the school
3 – Three parents of students enrolled in the school.
4 – At least one adult member of an organization of parents, teachers, and students recognized by the school.
5 - At least one person from the community.

SAC/PAC members are responsible for the following
Recommending to the principal of the school the priorities for spending money.
Making recommendations to the principal concerning preparation of a schools performance or Improvement Plan.
Making recommendation to the local school board concerning preparations of a school’s requiring Priority
Improvement or a Turnaround Plan if such a plan is required.
Meet at least quarterly to discuss the state of the school and determine whether the school leadership, personnel, and
infrastructure are following the appropriate plan for improvement.

SAC Meeting Dates - Nov. 30, Feb. 29, April 25

Wildcat fall athletics are now in full swing! We have eight programs going strong at this time. Please
take some time and come support the ‘Cats” as they compete in Cross Country, Football, Boys Golf,
Boys Soccer, Girls Softball, Boys Tennis and Girls Volleyball.
In his sixth year as Head Coach for the Wildcat football team, Mike Heatherly looks forward to key
matchups against cross-town rival Greeley West after defeating conference foe Niwot. The remainder of
the Northern League schedule will challenge the young Wildcats who are ready for the challenge.
3rd year golf coach Kevin Rohnke has a more experienced team this season as they completed solid loops
around the links. The team finished fourth in the Northern League this season and has two senior qualifiers for the state tournament next week in Windsor. Good luck to Erik Damrell and Grant Foster in state
action.
Our cross country harriers are coming off to a good start already this season and are preparing. They
have recently returned from a successful meet in Glenwood Springs and Coach Leal’s boys and girls
teams are looking forward to the Andy Myers invitational on October 7th at Monfort Park.
2nd year coach Andy Gavaldon has a young squad this season and they are learning the ropes of the tough
Northern League. After garnering their first league victory at Centaurus last week, they look to improve
their league standing with matches against Mountain View and Silver Creek.
New coach Sean Miller is experiencing the newness of coaching soccer at Greeley Central. This year’s
soccer team is growing each week by leaps and bounds. The year has started with an undefeated 4-0 record prior to trips to Denver North and Niwot but the ‘Cats look to rebound this week with games against
Broomfield and Thompson Valley.
Our girls’ softball team is already halfway through the season and is gaining confidence in a young, upstart core of players. Runs are at a premium for the 'Cats and coach Ed Martinez as they continue to hone
their defensive skills. Watch for the Wildcats to break out and be an upset-specialist once they put it all
together for seven innings.
Boys Tennis continues to be a team to watch in the Northern Conference. Their strong finish in the 16team Greeley Central Invitational and Pueblo South Invite serves notice to the rest of the league to be
careful when you come to the "Castle". Late season matches against Broomfield and Thompson Valley
will prove to be great challenges, followed by regional (hosted by Greeley Central at Centennial Courts in
Greeley) and state events at Pueblo in October.

6TH YEAR OF ARTS MAGNET PROGRAM PROVES TO BE VERY
EXCITING & A YEAR FILLED WITH PERFORMANCES AND
OPPORTUNITIES OF MANY VARIETIES!
More than 350 students are participating in the sixth year of Greeley Central’s Performing and visual Arts Magnet program—
including over 120 new freshmen! Our biggest freshmen class EVER! In this program, talented students are given rare opportunities
to study and experience a wide range of arts including theatre, dance, music, voice, sculpture, painting and photography. We are
looking forward to many performances this fall and have already had Michael Friedman and his jazz quartet visit us.

 Visiting the Loveland Sculpture Garden
 Hearing the energetic Backhand Drummer Group
 Interacting with Michael Gunst and his many masks
 Watching APEX Dance Co.
 Enjoying Peter Davison, Poet of Motion
Students and parents looking for more information about Central’s distinctive Arts Magnet Program are invited to attend our informational meeting on December 7 at 6:30 p.m. in the auditorium.
Please feel free to call or email the Arts Magnet Office anytime
970-348-5093.

ACT Testing Information

Test Date

Registration Deadline

Late Fee Required

October 22, 2011

September 16, 2011

September 17-30, 2011

December 10, 2011

November 4, 2011

November 5-18, 2011

February 11, 2012

January 13, 2012

January 14-20, 2012

April 14, 2011

March 9, 2012

March 10-23, 2012

June 09, 2012

May 4, 2012

May 5-18, 2012

Register at www.actstudent.org
Cost: $33.00 (no writing) $48 (plus
writing)
For additional costs and services see:
http://axtstudent.org/regist/actfees.html
Note: ALL Colorado colleges prefer
the ACT test without writing portion.

*ATTENTION SENIOR CLASS PARENTS*
Yearbook senior photos are due OCTOBER 31st for the GCHS Yearbook. Seniors are encouraged to have
a professional, color portrait for the 2011 Spud. Students must provide their photo by October 31, 2011 to be
included in the color section of the yearbook. Please schedule your portrait ASAP. The photo can be a
standard “wallet size,” 2 5/8 inches tall by 2 inches wide. IT MUST BE IN COLOR. Please bring your picture
to the Main Office and give it to Claudia Gutierrez. Also, please print the name of the student on the back.

New Faces In the Castle
Matthew Ellis
Mr. Ellis is from the East Bay Area in California where he attended Campolindo High School and began playing varsity basketball as a Freshman. After several years coaching Middle School basketball and football, he decided to pass on opportunities to
focus on his own playing, instead moving to Colorado where he found a home in academic pursuits at Colorado State University. Upon completing his B.A. in Communications, Mr. Ellis got back into basketball working as an Account Executive with the
Harlem Ambassadors professional entertainment basketball team. Mr. Ellis enjoyed his time with the game of basketball, but
once again decided to follow an academic path, returning to school to become a teacher. Having completed his M.Ed. in Educational Leadership, he now has the privilege of being a Wildcat!

Sean Scribbick
Sean Scribbick recently graduated from the University of Northern Colorado with a degree in Biology with an emphasis in secondary education. His father was in the military so we moved all over the place when he was young but he considers Georgia to
be his home (which is where his dad still resides). Sean decided to attend UNC to play baseball as well as stay close to home
and help out his family. He has three brothers and a sister all of whom currently live in Northern Colorado. Sean has some experience in the field of teaching thanks to his mother being a teacher. He currently resides in Loveland with his fiancée Sarah and
Sage a 2 year old black lab.
His interests are in a variety of different things! He absolutely loves sports. Sean enjoys coaching sports and watchs them as
often as he can. He is an avid fan of the outdoors. In his free time he is most likely to be found fishing or somewhere in the
Rocky Mountains. Sean also plays the guitar in a band (it’s mostly just for fun) and has a few CD’s released.

Barbara Manning
Barbara Manning is teaching Chemistry of Matter, Consumer Chemistry and Natural Science at Greeley Central High School. This is
her 17th year teaching science, her fourth/first year at Central! She has taught at GCHS before for three years. She spent five years
teaching at a private school in the Caribbean and now she is back in Greeley. Her Bachelor’s degree is in Marine Biology from the
University of North Carolina (the REAL UNC) and she has completed over 100 graduate hours in teacher education (at the University
of Hawaii) and Chemistry (at the University of Maryland). Barbara is an avid environmentalist and hopes to help students see how
Chemistry is a viable career choice in today’s environmentally aware world.

Amy Graefe
This is Amy Graefe’s 17th year in education, of which 15 years have involved working directly with gifted children. She has taught
seven years at the elementary level and nine years at the middle school level and is currently the Gifted and Talented Facilitator at
Greeley Central High School. In addition to her work in District Six, she is also the coordinator of the Center for the Education &
Study of Gifted, Talented, Creative Learners at the University of Northern Colorado. She has a master’s degree in Gifted Education, an
educational specialist’s degree in Educational Leadership, and is currently working on her doctorate in Gifted Education. Her husband
Troy also teaches and coaches at Greeley Central and both of her daughters, Caitlin and Megan, attend school there.

John Lakas
John Lakas is one of Greeley Central’s new Math teachers. He grew up in North Carolina, where he attended NC State University. Most of John’s family still lives in Charlotte, NC and he is a proud Uncle. North Charlotte is also home to his favorite
music group, The Avett Brothers. At NC State he majored in Math and Science Education. He moved to Colorado to work at a
camp in Buena Vista, and later he moved to Fort Collins. John has taught Math, Science, and English in the following places: Raleigh, NC, Coyhaique, Chile, Ft. Collins, and now Greeley. John is currently engaged to a lovely girl named Natalie. In
his spare time John enjoys being outside, running, hiking, biking, fishing, traveling, and being with his friends.

New Faces In the Castle
Theresa Ternes
Theresa grew up in eastern and western Nebraska, graduating from the University of NE-Lincoln with a BS in Elementary Education,
with an endorsement in Secondary English. A highlight for her was marching in the Cornhusker Marching Band. Her family moved
east and now lives in NY, NJ, and CT. After teaching 3 years in country schools, she moved to Colorado and taught at Billie Martinez
Elementary and took classes at UNC to obtain her ESL endorsement. Theresa took time off to raise her three children, now ages 14, 16
and 18, and to help run a family construction business. She missed teaching, so she started subbing and really enjoyed being in a variety of classrooms, levels and schools. She worked for one year as an ESL Para at Windsor HS and Windsor MS, and last year I worked
a medical leave of absence as a 6th, 7th and 8th grade Reading teacher. Theresa is thrilled to be teaching again in District 6 as an ELA
teacher for Greeley Central and Greeley West!

Jeff Peace
Jeff Peace has been a teacher at the high school level for 14 years. He moved to Colorado two months ago from the Central
Coastline of California, Pismo Beach. He graduated from Mission Viejo High School in 1988 and he then enrolled at the University of Southern California (USC Trojans) to play football for them on a full-scholarship. Jeff left USC after a few years and
then ended up playing football for the University of Northern Colorado where he was a two time First Team All-American Middle Linebacker (a.k.a. Quarterback Killer!!).
Jeff graduated in 1996 with a degree and chose a career path that would make him a lot of money; however, after two years of
financial success, he felt something was missing. That something was helping people. Jeff then decided to get into teaching
because he felt the desire to guide the lives of young men and women on a daily basis. Jeff also coached football on the college
level at UNC and that is exciting for him because he gets to give back to his alma mater and assist the Bears in getting back to
their championship ways. He is grateful to be a teacher and a coach and hopes to make a positive impact on every student that I
get the pleasure to work with.

Tamra Lowe
Tamra Lowe is a Colorado Native. She graduated from Pueblo Central (Go Wildcats!!) in 1988 and continued her education at
Adams State College. She graduated from Adams State in 1996 with a BA in Speech Communications/Theatre and American
History. She began her teaching career at Southern Peaks Regional Treatment Center in Canon City in 2006. In 2008, she received her Master’s Degree in Special Education. She is happy to be at Greeley Central and proud to be a “Wildcat” once ”
once again.

